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March 2006
Dear colleagues,

In our March edition, together with latest news from Petrozavodsk we offer you two short articles – release on the results of the Hyperborea winter festival and information on joint work carried out by municipality together with the national minorities. 
Warm regards,

Natalya Lavrushina

Vera Meshko

Anna Regerand

External relations department

erd@petrozavodsk-mo.ru  

News in brief:
January 18-19 a conference of the young scientists “Step to the future” took place in Petrozavodsk, with over 600 students from the city educational institutions taking part.  
January, 16  an organizational committee and working groups were established in the City Administration with the purpose of implementation in Petrozavodsk of the four national projects – “Accessible and comfortable housing for the citizens of Russia”, “Health”. “Education”.  “Development of an agricultural complex”. 

January, 20 a new coffee shop was opened in Petrozavodsk, one of the branches of St. Petersburg company “Tea Spoon”, which is already working in many Russian regions. In the framework of this investment project, the company renovated the premises in the central part of the city as well as delivered all the required equipment. 
January 24 a meeting with the representatives of the St. Petersburg company “Lenta”, which is specializing in retail and wholesale trade took place in the City Hall. In summer 2005 the company’s leadership came out with a proposal on constructing in Petrozavodsk of a large supermarket with the total square of app 12 thousand sq. meters. Participants discussed the terms and dates for the documents preparation. It is planned that the design for the supermarket’s building will be completed by June 2006, with the construction works to be started afterwards. 
January 24 At the initiative of Petrozavodsk Mayor Viktor Maslyakov, a branch of the Moscow Eye microsurgery Clinic of Svyatoslav Fedorov will be opened in Petrozavodsk. The branch will offer citizens complex eye surgeries at the Clinic’s high standards. 

January 27 a Board of trustees of the Kizhi Patriarch's Metochion (residence) met in Moscow under the leadership of His Holiness the Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia Aleksiy I. One of the issues under discussion was construction in Petrozavodsk of the Patriarch’s Metochion in the historical district of the city. According to the preliminary plans, Patriarch’s residence will include a number of social objects, such as ecclesiastic library for the citizens.  
January 31 a production department on assembling new trolleybuses was opened in Petrozavodsk in the framework of an investment agreement of the “Russian Buses” company. It is planned that during the first year 10 new trolleybuses will be produced in Petrozavodsk for further circulation on the city routes. During the second year the amount of cars will be increased up to 20 pieces. The new production line will allow to decrease the cost of each trolleybus by 15-20%, as well as provide new jobs and tax revenues. 
February 1 Upon the results of the year 2005, Mayor of Petrozavodsk Viktor Maslyakov was included by the Congress of municipalities, Academy of security, defense, law and order and International Managers’ club of Peter the Great  into a Hundred of the country’s best managers. This gesture may be considered as a recognition of the city’s progress in attracting investment for own development. 
January, 19 an International winter festival “Hyperborea” was launched in Petrozavodsk. For more details – see the article below. 

February, 2 Petrozavodsk Mayor Viktor Maslaykov, as a member of the delegation of the  Government of RF took part in the conference “Experience of Russian and German municipalities in the sphere of residential construction, communal sphere reforming and reconstruction of communal network infrastructure”, which was held in Leipzig, Germany. Petrozavodsk was selected for participation as one of the first Russian cities, successfully working with the company “Russian Communal Systems”.  

February, 3 A new digital system for the patients’ register and medical appointments will soon be presented at the City polyclinic N2. All the works are carried out in the framework of “E-Petrozavodsk” project, which is being implemented in the city during the past two years. 
February, 12-18 in the framework of Hyperborea festival, master-classes for the students of the Children’s Art school were organized by the Norwegian designers Anki Strom and Jarle Fotland.  Students were making decorative street lamps, which were then used for the light show installation on the closing day of the Festival.
February, 14. A draft design of the new playground for children and teenagers was approved at the session of the Public Council of the leaders of the national and cultural diasporas of Petrozavodsk. According to the original idea, the new playground will symbolize the multinational atmosphere of the city, with sculptures of the folklore heroes of various peoples, as well as other ethnic decorations and elements.  The total square of the playground will be app 7 thousand sq.m, which makes it the largest playground in the city. 
February 17 a round table “New symbols and brands for the northern territories” took place in the City Hall. Representatives of the cities of Narva (Estonia), Umeå (Sweden), Oslo (Norway), as well as Russian cities Surgut and Mozhaisk took part in the discussion on the ways of territory’s promotion and marketing.   
During February 2006 a special program of events, devoted to the International Mother Language Day was organized at the city’s educational institutions. (according to the UNESCO decision, Mother Language Day is observed every year on February, 21st).
Petrozavodsk – a territory of tolerance. 

Contemporary world has many faces, with each nationality enriching the mankind with its  uniqueness and upbringing the culture of tolerance. 
Tolerance today implies respect towards another way of life, behavior, customs, traditions, feelings, views, beliefs. The culture of tolerance rejects idleness, calling for the personality’s vigorous spiritual growth. 

Petrozavodsk, the capital of Karelia, is a modern city, which has claimed orientation towards the world’s postindustrial values, including the value of tolerance, to be the main goal of its strategic development.  Therefore upbringing the culture of communication with the different cultures and peoples became a separate subject for the city program “Petrozavodsk – the territory of tolerance”. Petrozavodsk is a multinational and multi-confessional city. Over 30 religious organizations of 17 confessions are present and actively work here, as well as natives of 153 nationalities, represented by over 20 public associations are peacefully coexisting. 
According to the all-Russian population census of 2002, the largest diasporas of the city are Russians, Karelians, Vepsians, Finns, Ukrainians, Byelorussians, Jews, Tartars, Gypsies, Armenians, Georgians and Azerbaijanis. Interests of these nationalities are represented by relevant national and cultural associations. Apart from the cultural role, these NGOs are active members of the city’s political and economic life, fostering the city’s progress as an advanced city, keeping up with the times. 
In 2003, as a result of the community’s active participation, a Public Council of the leaders of national and cultural associations was established. The Council’s policy is aimed at informing the citizens on the various aspects of life and development of the national diasporas. With such purpose a project was realized in 2005, which main activity was preparing and publishing a book “Petrozavodsk – a territory of tolerance”. Detailed information on purposes, interests, tasks of each national association, as well as short reviews of the nationalities’ history and information on the basic activities planned for implementation are available from the book.  
The Public Council discusses and gives recommendations to the Mayor on important issues related to the life of minorities. At the initiative of the representatives of Karelian Congress, one of the meetings of the Public Council was examining the issue “Content and volume of national and regional component in the curricula of Petrozavodsk educational institutions”. Preserving the Karelian culture is impossible without saving the Karelian language. Therefore NGO “Union of the Karelian people”, together with the Society of Vepsian culture and Union of Ingermanland Finns of Karelia initiated establishing in Petrozavodsk of the Finnish-Ugrian school named after Elias Lennrot. School offers courses of Karelian, Vepsian and Finnish languages. Teachers also organize summer ethnic linguistic camps both for own students and for the schools from countryside. “Union of Karelian people” is a co-founder of the two newspapers in the Karelian language – Oma mua and Vienan Karjala, covering the most important events of public life, as well as publishing prose and poetry pieces.
Karelian republican public organization “Society of Ukrainian culture “Kalina”, one of the city’s largest diasporas, provides own contribution to shaping the tolerant consciousness of the citizens. History of the Society traces back to 1970-ies, when the Ukrainian students of Petrozavodsk conservatory were gathering for the regular meetings. Over the past 10 years the Society has carried out a number of remarkable activities, among which – finalizing the construction of the memorial cross “To the Perished Sons of Ukraine”, in the district of Sandarmokh, 150km off Petrozavodsk. Under the guidance of the “Kalina” Society annual Days of the Ukrainian culture are organized, choir “Ukrainian song” has been established. 
Experience of other national and cultural associations is also quite interesting. Karelian republican national and cultural autonomy of Armenians provides a noticeable contribution to the process of developing external contacts of Petrozavodsk city. A remarkable activity, carried out with an assistance of this NGO was establishing sustainable contacts with the Armenian city of Echmiadzin. Cooperation Agreement between the two cities was signed by Petrozavodsk Mayor Viktor Maslyakov and Echmiadzin Mayor Grachik Abgaryan in May 2004, in the course of Petrozavodsk delegation visit to Armenia. This Agreement became the third document, marking the official partner relations between the cities of Russia and Armenia, which is another evidence of the active position of the Karelian NGO of Armenians. 
“Society of Georgian culture”, a public organization, which became an initiator of establishing the Public Council, is also quite well-known in Karelia. Performances of the children’s dancing group “Iberia” are always one of the most spectacular parts of the concert programs, always warmly welcomed by the audience. Georgian diaspora is proud of its members – artists Badri Topuria and Chenka Shukvani. 
In 2005, in the framework of the City Day celebrations, national and cultural associations for the first time took part in the festive activities, giving performances on the open stages, presenting the national cuisine. 
The Public Council of the leaders of national and cultural associations has in store a number of interesting perspective ideas. One of them – construction of a playground for children and teenagers, which will be arranged and decorated in the traditions of the nationalities, living in Petrozavodsk. Sculptures of the heroes of the national folklore and fairy tales, as well as other ethnic elements will educate the children in the spirit of tolerance. 

Petrozavodsk City Administration considers the issues of interaction with the national minorities as one of the priority fields on the agenda for the local self-government. 
Hyperborea
February 18th the main holiday of the International winter festival Hyperborea – a landscape fairy show of ice, fire and snow took place on Onega lakewalk. The event included also a festive ceremony of awarding the winners of the Ice&Snow sculpture contest. 
The Ice&Snow sculpture contest, which has become a popular event, gathered app. 90 participants. The new element of this year’s contest was the requirement to use local lighting for the sculptures. 
In the two categories of the snow sculptures the awards were given to participants from Karelia. Winner in the category “Snow sculpture” (small cube) – a team of sculptors from Petrozavodsk, Anastasia Bolshakova, Serafima Kiuru, Irina Pereplesnina, sculpture “Tenderness”. In the category “Snow sculpture” (big cube)  the first place was given to the team of sculptors from Olonets, Karelia – Anna Kalashnik, Lyudmila Ganicheva, Irina Petrova, sculpture “Hyper Blues”.  
A team of guest sculptors from the city of Surgut was recognized the winner in the category “Ice sculpture”. Igor Verbovsky, Vitaly Gorda, Miron Volotchuk, sculpture “Windy”.  
Prizes were also awarded to the teams from Sweden, Umeå, teams from Petrozavodsk. Teams of sculptors from Murmansk, Monchegorsk, Vytegra, Kondopoga also took part in the contest. 
 This year over 600 artists, performers, organizers took part in Hyperborea festival. According to the rough estimates, the closing show was attended by some 40 000 citizens. Petrozavodsk City Administration, the main organizer of the event, tried to arrange the  program in a way to attract as many Petrozavodsk citizens as possible to participation in the festival. All those willing could take part in the snowmen contest, wind vane contest “Hunting the wind”. Snowmen contest proved to be the most popular among citizens – over 150 participants from 24 families turned the contest into a true people’s event.
The awarding ceremony was accompanied with the laser show, which ended up  with fireworks. 

All the activities of the festival were carried out in accordance with the original plan. Petrozavodsk citizens and guests were able to take part, or support contests of ice fishing, ice swimming, freestyle kite-sailing, watch performances of the young aviators, winter hound dogs show.
Another bright event of the festival was the “Dark/light” installation, which used light, balloons, strings of lights and was basing on the balcony of the City Hall building. During one week Norwegian designers Anki Strøm and Jarle Fotland together with the students of Petrozavodsk Art school were making decorative street lamps, which became the central element of the installation.
For the previous editions of Petrozavodsk Newsletter,  please visit our official web-site http://www.petrozavodsk-mo.ru/eng/index.htm , select News&events page. 
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