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December, 2007
Coming up: 

International Winter Festival “Hyperborea”. 

Petrozavodsk, February 12-17, 2008
IX International Ice & Snow Contest. 
Participation in the contest: terms and conditions available at  
http://kultura.ptz.ru/docs/1polozhenie_o_konkurse_ledovyh_skulptur2008.doc 
News in brief:
November, 15th an annual meeting with the representatives of international friendship societies took place in the City Hall. Participants have discussed the most significant international events of the year, among which are: 

· 200-year anniversary of diplomatic relations between Russian Federation and USA and 20-anniversary of sister-cities relations between Duluth and Petrozavodsk. Conferences, presentation of a book “Petrozavodsk – Duluth. 20 years as Sister-Cities” and Days of American Culture were held in the framework of the celebrations. 

· two international forums devoted to cooperation of sister-cities took place this year – 3rd congress of Russian and Finnish sister-cities in May (Lappeenranta) and 9th forum of Russian and German sister-cities in June (Hamburg). 

· a new EU Neighborhood project named “Cities on the move: Joensuu – Petrozavodsk” (Regional Marketing, Strategic Planning and Development of Business Counseling in the Cities of Joensuu and Petrozavodsk) has been launched.  Conference, forum of entrepreneurs and visit of delegation headed by the Mayor of Joensuu City took place in Petrozavodsk in September. Sociological study “Image of Joensuu region in Petrozavodsk” was held in Petrozavodsk in spring. Reverse study “Image of Petrozavodsk in Joensuu region” is being conducted in Joensuu.  
· delegation and a dancing group from Narva, Estonia, visited Petrozavodsk in February in the framework of “Hyperborea” winter festival; 

· international partners took part in the seminar “Landscape design and urban environment” in March; 

· Bavarian Jazz Orchestra performed on the Sister-cities Day in April 

· Child daycare specialists and social workers from Tübingen visited Petrozavodsk on experience exchange program in May; 

· “Baltika – Onego” Charity concert to support children in need took place in Petrozavodsk in June, organized together with Friends of Baltic - charity NGO from Finnish city of Vaasa; 

· Music bands from Tübingen and Duluth; specialists in social protection from La Rochelle; blacksmith from Varkaus visited Petrozavodsk on the City Day. 

· Petrozavodsk artists took part in celebrations of Tübingen City Day in July; 

· Petrozavodsk Days in La Rochelle took place in September, when Petrozavodsk was presenting itself at the large economic fair “Foire Expo”

· Architectural conference “Contemporary city planning trends”  gathered chief architects and planners from Moscow, Bryansk, Yaroslavl’, Murmansk, Joensuu, Tübingen and Umeå in Petrozavodsk in September. 

· Citizens of Petrozavodsk had an opportunity to attend British Animation Festival in October and German Cinema Festival in November. 

· Throughout the year Petrozavodsk’s sportsmen participated in field-and-track races in Tübingen, Neubrandenburg, Varkaus and La Rochelle; hockey team visited Joensuu; youth football team played in Umeå.   

In the framework of the meeting the plans for 2008 year were discussed. The following big activities are planned for the next year: 

· Traditional “Hyperborea” winter festival together with Ice & Snow Contest in February,

· III Open choral festival “Vivat, boys!”, February 22-24 

· “Landscape Design and Urban Environment” seminar in March, 

· “Pimenov’s Readings” in April, 

· “e-Petrozavodsk” conference in May. 

· “Unison of the White nights” festival in June 

· Live music festival "Vozdukh" (the Air), June 20-23

· Days of Kirovski district (St. Petersburg) in June. 

· International Congress of teachers of physical culture will for the first time take place in Petrozavodsk in June.   

· “Development of yachting in Karelia” International seminar, early July

· Fair of Youth Initiatives, late October 

· 4th International conference “Role of international relations in the development of the municipalities”, October 

The concept of increasing Petrozavodsk’s tourist attraction was discussed by the Advisory Board of Petrozavodsk on October, 16th . The most valuable resource is geographical location of Petrozavodsk. The capital of Karelia has an outlet to the world water area. It is situated not so far from Moscow and Saint-Petersburg and near the state Russian – Finnish border.    

According to the official statistics, app. 60% of the tourists, visiting Karelia, go through Petrozavodsk. E.g. in 2006 out of 1,7 ml visitors attending Karelia 961 thousand stopped by in Petrozavodsk. Participants of the Advisory Board discussed the necessity of establishing a special Council on tourism development, as well as pointed out some of the most urgent issues in the tourist sphere: upgrading tourist infrastructure – there’s a need for at least 5 new hotels apart from the 4 that are now in project; development of bed and breakfast services in the countryside; opening hostels and reconstructing existing summer camps. 
October, 19-20 Youth Ecological Forum took place in Petrozavodsk

It was held in the framework of the EU-sponsored project “Youth House Karelia”. Main participants of the Forum: youth organizations from Petrozavodsk, Karelian Segezha and Sortavala regions as well as Finnish partners from Joensuu, Lieksa, Ilomantsi, Kontiolahti (North Karelia province). Youth organizations from Karelia and Finland have presented to the citizens their achievements in the field of environmental education including joint camps and actions, that were held in the framework of the “Youth House Karelia” project. Youth visiting centre, which has been constructed as part of the project, is planned to be open soon. It will be used as all-year-round centre for non-profit youth camps on the environmental education theme.  

The “Youth House Karelia” project is managed by Youth Departments from the cities of Joensuu and Petrozavodsk together with Union of Children’s and Youth associations of Karelia and is focused on the development of environmental education of young people. More information on the project’s website http://eco.karelia.ru
November, 8-11 Festival of German cinematography “Autumn Cinema Marathon 2007”, supported by Goethe Institute, took place in the capital of Karelia. Petrozavodsk citizens got acquainted with the best German films released recently. Petrozavodsk City Administration, Russian-German Meeting Centre, German Cultural Centre in Petrozavodsk and Cultural Entertaining Centre “Karelia” took part in organization of the cinema marathon.

November, 10th a new shopping centre “Lenta” was opened in Petrozavodsk. Nowadays “Lenta” chain owns branch stores in 24 cities of Russia. “Lenta” will be opened 24-hours.  

Realization of such large-scale investment project (20 ml USD) resulted in 400 new jobs for the city, as well as allowed upgrade the infrastructure of Oktyabr’sky city district, providing for extension of the gas pipeline and reconstruction of Leningradskaya street.  

November, 16th “Solomensky timber mill”, one of the oldest lumber factories in the Republic of Karelia, was opened in Petrozavodsk after reconstruction. The cost of project is 1 billion rubles. Estimated annual output of the new enterprise is 100 000 m3 of sawn wood. It is planned to introduce advanced wood processing and start production of glued panels for export. Equipment line on producing fuel pellets will be purchased for further wood waste recycling. Mill’s production will be delivered to the domestic market, as well as customers in the USA and Japan. 

November, 21-22 third international conference “International relations of the municipalities” took place in Petrozavodsk, organized by Petrozavodsk City Administration together with Karelian Research Center of the Russian Academy of Science. The event again proved that the issues of international cooperation arise much interest among local communities, as well as partners from other cities and abroad. The conference was attended by the visitors from the Russian cities, from the partner cities Tübingen (Germany), La Rochelle (France), Joensuu (Finland). Conference work was organized in the form of plenary session and three round tables: “Regional marketing of the Russian municipalities: quality of life, quality of services, quality of promotion”; “Russia-EU border as a factor of advancing social and economic development of the frontier areas” (round table was organized by the Public Chamber of the Russian Federation);  “International relations of the municipalities: development prospects”. 
November 29th Joint stock company “Karelsrtroymekhanizatsiya” opened concrete mixing station, which is the first line of the future concrete production factory. The company implements investment project in order to ensure uninterrupted supply of cast-in-place and precast constructions to the sites. During the next 5 years the company plans to construct over 250 thousand sq.m. of housing in Petrozavodsk and Karelia. The new factory is equipped with modern machines produced by the German company ELBA-WERK and Finnish ELEMATIC Oy
November, 30th Petrozavodsk Municipal Archive Office was opened. Earlier municipal archive was functioning as a subdivision within the City Administration. 

Office’s main aim is to acquire, keep, take stock and use archive documents, which concern municipal property. Being an institution, it also serves social function, managing social and legal inquiries and acknowledging social benefits by providing documents relating to no longer existing organizations. 

December 1st a new enterprise was opened in Petrozavodsk - “Biogran” Ltd on recycling wood wastes and producing pellets. The estimated volume of production will account for 8866 tons of pellets during the first year and 15000 tons after expansion. 87 million rubles were invested in the enterprise and 40 new jobs were created.

Results of an open contest on the best architectural solution on reconstructing the Kirov square were presented during the planning session in the City Hall in December. City chief architect Evgeny Taev reported on five different proposals on reconstruction of the Kirov square that were submitted for the contest by design organizations, creative teams as well as private architects and designers, including one international team. Contest’s requirements were the following: use of underground space, improvement of the area, installation of light and music fountain, relocation of the Kirov’s monument, preservation of the memorable symbols in the adjacent territory and placing a chapel in memory of the ruined temples of the former Cathedral square. The members of the jury concluded that none of the proposals fully corresponded to the initial requirements of the contest. Thus, the first prize was not given. The first place award of 150 000 rubles will be used for organizing the second round of the contest among the proposals, having received second and third prizes.

Exhibition of all of the submitted proposals on reconstruction of Kirov square was available to the public in the lobby of the City Hall in December. 
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