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October, 2008
In the Newsletter:

1News in brief:


4Presidium of State Council of the Russian Federation meets in Petrozavodsk




Coming up: 

Petrozavodsk, October 24-26

Youth Initiatives Fair. 

Details: http://www.petrozavodsk-mo.ru/eng/people/events/ne.htm?id=10224554@cmsArticle 
Petrozavodsk, October 29-30 
Conference “International relations of municipalities” 
Details: http://www.petrozavodsk-mo.ru/eng/people/events/ne.htm?id=10224160@cmsArticle 
Petrozavodsk, November 14-26
International Jazz festival “Jazz-caravan”. Organizer: Karelian Philharmonic society 
Also announcing: 

Petrozavodsk, April 2009 
International seminar “Style and Ecology in Landscape Design”.   Main theme of the seminar: “Eco-efficient and energy saving technologies in landscape design”. 

Details: http://portal.petrozavodsk-mo.ru/eng/people/events/ne.htm?id=10225499@cmsArticle 
News in brief:
October, 20 – new sport center for winter sports is planned for construction on the banks of Neglinka river in Petrozavodsk. Facility will include indoor ice rink for figure skaters, speed skaters, hockey players . Design estimates have been finalized, currently the project is reviewed by the experts. 
October, 8-14 official delegation from Petrozavodsk, led by deputy Mayor Irina Anikina, visited sister-city Duluth in USA, Minnesota, exchanging ideas on further cooperation. Special attention has been paid to the issues of cultural sphere and developing exchanges of medical students and health care specialists. Delegation’s visit was organized together with a study visit of a youth group, involved into the joint project on traditional boats construction. The group was involved in a variety of activities, as well as got introduced to the unique Native American culture. 

October, 7 Delegation of headmasters of Petrozavodsk schools returned form Joensuu, Finland, where they spent few days exchanging experience with their Finnish counterparts in the area of educational management. Experience of Finnish colleagues is especially valuable, since Finland occupies leading positions in the quality of school education, according to international testing program PISA.  
September, 24 Mayor Maslyakov together with Governor Katanandov and president of MARR-Capital company Ralif Safin took part in the official ground-breaking ceremony of the new multi-functional residential and business quarter in the center of Petrozavodsk. According to preliminary estimates, the approximate amount of investments totals over 100 ml USD. This will be the second large-scale project, conducted in the city by the investment company MARR-Capital from Moscow (the first, 4-star hotel Onego-palace has entered the concluding phase of construction). Construction will start late 2008 and is planned to be completed by the end of 2010. 

September, 23 New tourist portal of Petrozavodsk was presented at the City Hall: www.visitpetrozavodsk.ru. The portal contains up-to-date information about city’s tourist infrastructure, hotels, restaurants, as well as contains announcements of cultural events, conferences, seminars. Starting 2009 the portal services will be available in English. 

September, 15 Petrozavodsk delegation, led by Mayor Maslyakov, returned from the partner city Alytus in Lithuania. Delegation had a number of meetings with the city’s leadership, visited Alytus City Parks, sports & recreation center. Alytus Mayor Daugela confirmed interest in developing further contacts with Petrozavodsk. In particular, at the moment Lithuanian partners consider creating a sculpture for Petrozavodsk Lakewalk, as well as expect musical bands from Petrozavodsk to take part in folklore festival in Alytus late November. 

«Landscape design 2008». Petrozavodsk City Administration announced results of the annual city contest «Landscape design 2008». This year’s contest gathered citizens, trade enterprises, organizations, professional designers and design groups. Over 90 applications were submitted.

The festival jury estimated each project according to the main criteria: creativity, quality and durability of work, composition and relevance to its functional purpose. Contest included following nominations: «Flower bed», «Vertical gardening» (bedding of balconies, window-ledges and frontages), «Yards», «Front doors» and «Complex landscape renovation».
September 5, Petrozavodsk City Administration together with NEFCO and municipal enterprise "Avtospetstrans" are working out Agreement on cooperation. The Agreement is aimed at implementation of projects on household waste recycling and improvement of the ecological situation in Petrozavodsk. The total cost of the project accounts for over 180 million rubles. More than half of this amount are soft loans and grants of foreign partners. Several projects are supposed to be carried out under the agreement: «Installation of large-sized waste recycling system», «Introduction of new waste control system», «Creation of systems on wastes’ collection and recycling of greenhouses gases from dumps», and also reconstruction of roads to the city's landfill.

September, 1 Results of the traditional competition for secondary school kids «I am a Mayor of my favorite city» were announced at the City Hall. Participants had to protect their own project ideas on city development, demonstrate knowledge of Petrozavodsk’s history and had an «open reception hour» for the citizens, as if being the Mayor of Petrozavodsk. All participants were awarded by gifts and Mayor’s letters, and after the contest got a chance to discuss interesting questions at a tea-meeting with the Mayor Maslyakov.

July, 1 Petrozavodsk became one of the first 10 cities, selected by the Russian charity fund “Naked Heart Foundation” for implementing the project on constructing children’s playgrounds. One of the playgrounds was launched on the City Day.  Swings, slides, sandboxes, rope-way and roller park are located on the area of 3000 sq. meters. The new playground is also equipped with amusements for handicapped kids.

City Day, June 28.

 Petrozavodsk’s 305-year anniversary was marked by Several bright events:

- IV International symposium of sculptors (wooden sculpture) gathered participants from Russia, Lithuania and Armenia 

- Youth marine festival «People of the Wind» for the first time took place in Petrozavodsk. Youth groups from Petrozavodsk, Kaliningrad, Arkhangelsk, Severodvinsk, Murmansk participated in the naval review on the Onega Lakeway, team contests, parade of ships, ship models’ contests and sea fair.

- Contests of balloons compositions «Colored sky» and sand sculptures «Petrozavodsk dunes» attracted the increasing number of citizens. 

Guests of Petrozavodsk’s twin-cities became a noticeable contribution to the City Day: delegations from Tübingen and Neubrandenburg (Germany), La Rochelle (France), Joensuu (Finland), Alytus (Lithuania), Narva (Estonia), Echmiadzin (Armenia) visited Petrozavodsk. Festival’s musical program included performances of Sensi Simons Samowar Band from Tübingen (Germany) and wind band Helgeland Blasemusikk from Mo I Rana (Norway).

June, 2 Petrozavodsk Mayor Victor Maslyakov met with the vice-president of "SIEMENS" company Andreas Burns. Meeting took place in the recently opened centre of radiodiagnosis, located at Emergency hospital of Petrozavodsk. The unique "SIEMENS" equipment, installed at the center, allows to perform brain, backbone and internal organs diagnostics. By means of the server system it is possible to receive consultation on patients’ health from federal clinics’ experts.
June, 6-8 traditional regional fair «Karjalan messut» was organized in Joensuu (Finland) and was devoted to the city’s 160-years anniversary. Petrozavodsk, Vilnius, Budapest, Sortavala as well as organizations and enterprises from the Finnish region of North Karelia were presented. City of Petrozavodsk had two stands. The city stand provided information on the development of tourism and businesses. The stand of the Regional Development Agency Josek presented project «Petrozavodsk-Joensuu: Cities in the Move». Visitors paid special attention to the dolls of Ljubov’ Malinovskaya, healing mineral water and fire robots developed by engineers of Petrozavodsk company "Efer"
May, 22-24 International seminar «Social services on both side of the border. Family as object of social work» took place in Petrozavodsk. Experts from Karelia and Norway exchanged experience on rendering social services to the population. Seminar program provided information on models and forms of social services (examples of Norway and Saint-Petersburg). Seminar sections discussed issues of social work with families with senior citizens, disabled people and adopted children.

May, 6  IT department of Petrozavodsk City Administration took part in all-Russian teleconference «Electronic city for inhabitants».  Virtual forum gathered largest Russia’s centers that successfully apply modern IT approaches in municipal management, such as Ekaterinburg, Surgut, Krasnoyarsk, Tomsk etc. Specialists focused their attention on e-services for citizens, especially multifunctional centers, where everyone can get a wide range of services. Several good practices were analyzed (European and Asian experience) and attempt to make universal concept was made. 

Presidium of State Council of the Russian Federation meets in Petrozavodsk

Russian President Dmitry Medvedev chaired the session of Presidium of State Council or RF in Petrozavodsk on July, 17 2008.  The session was devoted to the implementation of the Strategy of development of information society in the Russian Federation.  
The acting composition of the Presidium consists of the leaders of Tula region, Vologda region, Tyumen region, Chechnya, Kamchatka and Perm’ region. The current session was attended also by Karelian Governor Katanandov, governor of Mordovia and Governor of Tver’ region, as well as rector of Petrozavodsk State University Anatoliy Voronin, who was personally invited by President Medvedev after visiting Petrozavodsk State University.  
It has been underlined by the speakers, that growing Russian economy has created favorable conditions for development of information society. Demand in ICT product demonstrates sustainable growth, whereas population’s computer literacy increases. The share of Internet users among adult population increased from 8% in 2002 up to 26% in 2007. The level of infrastructure has taken a significant step forward: cellular communication is growing rapidly (by the end of 2007 the country counted 119 subscribers per 100 inhabitants, which exceeds corresponding figures in Europe). Number of home PC users per 100 households over 2000-2007 increased from 6 to 33. 
The country launched large-scale target programs in the area of microelectronics and nanotechnology, Russian investment fund for ICT renders support to small innovative companies. A lot of work has been done on updating the legislation, which would pave way for smooth functioning of information society, e-government principles and approaches and IT progress in the Russian regions. 
As pointed out by President Medvedev, ICT development has a direct impact on the level of science and technologies, on efficiency of state governance, and even on the political system – in the first place meaning access to resources and democracy development. Referring to the country’s successful experiences in this area, the President mentioned the world’s third place in the volumes of orders for software development. Sustainable growth is observed at the market of equipment and telecommunication, both business community and public sector began to apply ICT in a more efficient and reasonable way. 
However, according to the President, a number of barriers still exists: “E-government is only taking the first steps. So far our citizens have no online access to such services, as concluding an agreement, filing the tax return, learning about processing of submitted documents. Electronic document management between the authorities is not yet developed. This direction must be brought to life already in 2010.” 
During Medvedev’s visit to Petrozavodsk State University he was introduced to the work on creating the University’s information environment. Specialists demonstrated the opportunities of University’s information & analytical integrated management system, including possibilities of using online resources during admission campaign, system of distance learning, applying GIS-methods in educational process and approaching tasks in the area of forest management, preservation of historical and cultural heritage, spatial planning.
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