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Coming up: 

Petrozavodsk, November 21-23 

International conference “International relations of municipalities”. 
3rd conference in Petrozavodsk will pursue the tasks of discussing the most efficient ways of using international relations for the cities’ development. More detailed information on the event’s program will be provided later.
News in brief:
April, 12 First Graffiti Competition among school kids of Petrozavodsk took place. It was introduced in the framework of  “Save Karelian Petroglyphs” program. 9 groups from different schools presented their own image of petroglyphs, as well as the attitude towards the problem of saving of the unique cultural and historical monument. 
April, 16 Official delegation from Petrozavodsk visited Kirovsky District of St. Petersburg on the occasion of the district’s 90-years anniversary. Petrozavodsk has been in twinning relations with the Kirovsky district since 1998. Parties signed Cooperation Plan for 2007, committing to continue cooperation in economic, social and cultural areas.  

April, 17 Petrozavodsk Mayor Viktor Maslyakov gave press-conference devoted to the “Days of raising environmental awareness”. In the framework of this traditional city program administrative structures, departments, enterprises and city organizations, NGOs, as well youth organizations are taking part in “subbotnik” – activities on cleaning city territory.  
April, 25 a conference “From diplomatic relations to people’s diplomacy”  was organized in the National Library of Karelia, together with Petrozavodsk City Administration. The event was supported by US Consulate in St. Petersburg and devoted to the 200-years anniversary of diplomatic relations between Russia and US and 20-years of sister-city relations with Duluth, MN. 
April, 26-28 “Pimenovs’ Days” event took place in Petrozavodsk, which gathered under its umbrella a number of charity and patronage fairs, training sessions, lessons, thematic conferences for high schools and universities on the subjects of local history, self-governance, management and civil society.  (Pimenovs merchants were renown in the history of Petrozavodsk for their merits in city management and charity). 
April, 26 a presentation of Petrozavodsk’s Friendship societies was organized in the City Administration, devoted to the International Sister-Cities Day. The event was meant for attracting attention to the sister-cities public movement, existing in Petrozavodsk, as well as share information about friendship societies’ activities and  contribution to the city life. 
May 19-23 a group of kindergarten workers from sister-city Tübingen, Germany, visited Petrozavodsk counterparts in the framework of experience exchange program. 

5th municipal conference “e-Petrozavodsk”, took place May 23-24 and was co-financed by the Interreg IIIB ASAP project (“Efficient Administrative Structures as a Prerequisite for Successful Economic
Development of Rural Areas in Demographic Transition”) . The event gathered app 150 guests, representing leadership and middle level of the authority bodies, experts in IT, legislation, education technologies, representatives of business and NGOs. During the two conference days participants discussed a wide range of topics, devoted to using ICT in all the spheres of city management (education, health care, economy, finances, etc.) A special interest for the conference participants was the teleconference with London on the subject of ICT in medical services and outreach to the customers in one of the districts in London. Teleconference was organized in cooperation with Institute of e-Government, University of Potsdam. 
May, 31 The project of a big shopping and leisure center was discussed in the City Administration. A three-storied center with the total area of 44.5 thousand sq. m. will be located in Perevalka district and include bowling area, skating rink, sport bar, Internet café, cafes with different cuisine and cinema complex with five halls. The construction works will be launched this year. 

June, 8 The works on constructing a public trade center with the total area more than 40 thousand sq. m. have begun. Modern supermarket located down the main Petrozavodsk street – Lenin Ave, aims at entertainment and relaxation of city-dwellers, and will give more than 200 additional workplaces. Display areas, restaurants, cinema halls, children playing rooms and entertainment center will be placed on three ground-mounted and one ground floors. Digging and initial construction works are to be started in September. According to the plans, the construction is to be over in two years. 
June, 26 The results of Joensuu (Finland) image study in Petrozavodsk were presented at the press-conference in the City Hall. The study was organized in the framework of a project “Regional marketing, strategy planning and development of business-consulting in the cities of Joensuu and Petrozavodsk”. The project is supposed to be finished in two years and upon its completion a Regional development agency will be built. The full report on the conducted study in Finnish, English and Russian can be found at http://www.josek.fi/fi/cfmldocs/index.cfm?ID=1011 . Similar study devoted to the image of Petrozavodsk and Joensuu will be organized in the current autumn. 
June, 28 Petrozavodsk Mayor Viktor Maslyakov opened a new Therapeutics Department on the basis of the City polyclinic №4 in the Kukkovka district. 17 therapeutists, medical specialists as well as laboratories, physiotherapeutic and medical treatment rooms are situated on the area of 600 sq. m. A new medical equipment was purchased to the amount of 9 mln rubles. The department will serve 20.000 district dwellers.

June, 30 , the City Day in Petrozavodsk (see below). 
July 12-17 Delegation from Petrozavodsk took part in the City Day celebrations in Tübingen, Germany. Apart from officials, Petrozavodsk’s group included musicians and dancers, performing in the city’s concert halls and outdoors. 
July, 28 XXXVI International sailing regatta “Onego 2007” – Russia’s championship of sailing yachts was opened in Petrozavodsk. Teams from 12 Russian regions took part in six yacht races in Onega lake, total length being 350 sea miles. 
August, 1 National Russian Scout Meeting “Jamboree - 100 bonfires”, which is the main event in celebrating of the 100-years anniversary of the universal scout movement in Russia, started in Petrozavodsk. 2500 scouts from 38 Russian regions and 7 foreign countries gathered in Karelia these days. The culmination moment of the first day was building of the 100 bonfires on the Onego Lakewalk at night in commemoration of 100-years anniversary .  

August, 21

The regional center for developing  judo will be opened in the Republic of Karelia. The fifth judo gym was equipped on the basis of school № 45. During the meeting with mayor Victor Maslyakov Pavel Borisevich, the member of Judo’s veterans Association, emphasized that Petrozavodsk has all conditions, namely infrastructure, climate, talented children and highly qualified coaches for developing judo. Coach of the Russian President Anatoly Rokhlin will organize trainings and seminars for specialists in judo and sportsmen.

August, 29
Annual competition «I am mayor of my favorite city», which has been organized for 17 years, started in Petrozavodsk. This year students proposed such urgent themes as “The future of Petrozavodsk is in the hands of youth”, “Healthy lifestyle”, “Attracting investments to our city”, “Lack of parking spaces”, “Education”, “Building of cultural and sport facilities” and “Accomplishment of Kluchevaya district”. Student of the 8th grade won in nomination “Mayor-2007” and student from the 6th grade became the winner in nomination “Vice-mayor-2007”. All participants received presents and winners got digital cameras.
August, 31st – September 10th city of Petrozavodsk was represented at the big trade and industry Fair “Foire Expo” in the sister-city La Rochelle, France.  Apart from the official delegation from Petrozavodsk headed by the Mayor, the Fair was attended by Karelian entrepreneurs and artists. Foire Expo is an important event in the economic life of France. Annually the exhibition hosts nearly 90 000 visitors. Visitors had a chance to taste Karelian food, listen to national music, buy souvenirs and other national products, entrepreneurs had an opportunity to establish contacts to enterprises from Petrozavodsk and Karelia. 
September, 5 First vice-Mayor of Petrozavodsk Anatoly Buldakov met with the delegation of Hungarian Republic, led by Senior State Secretary György Gilyan, discussing possible areas of cooperation. Representative Hungarian delegation, consisting of government officials and businessmen visited Karelia and Petrozavodsk with a purpose of establishing business contacts and boosting economic ties between Hungary and Karelia. 
September, 13

A week of cultures “Petrozavodsk – all world” was held in the framework of International Peace Day. The main idea of this week was to introduce cultures of other nations, contribute to the developing of friendly relations, excite interest to the process of learning languages. Program included activities aimed at decreasing extremism and xenophobia, offering photo, book exhibitions, presentations of different countries and their educational programmes, showing French film and school videofestival.  

September, 18
Official delegation from the sister-city Duluth visited Petrozavodsk on occasion of 20-years anniversary of sister-city relations. During the meeting with Mayor Maslaykov participants mentioned the most successful projects. Among them was international youth project “Boats”. The idea of the project was building traditional northern American canoe and Karelian “Fofan”. Representatives of Indian tribe, who supervised the boat-building, proposed to implement such project in the USA. On behalf of the Duluth mayor members of the official delegation arranged several meeting aimed at further development of cooperation between cities. Programme included visit to the rehabilitation center for disabled children and teenagers “Spring”, National library of the Republic of Karelia, Karelian center of gender research. Round table “For clean city” presented to the American colleagues the experience and results of joint work of municipal libraries and educational institutions on ecological education. Presentation of the book “Petrozavodsk-Duluth. 20 years as sister-cities” that reflects history of developing relations took place.
International Conference “Contemporary city planning trends” took place in Petrozavodsk September 19-21, supported by the Council of Chief Architects of Russia.  More than 60 specialists from Karelia, Moscow, Saint-Petersburg, Murmansk, Yaroslavl, Bryansk and sister-cities Tübingen, Joensuu, Umeå and Duluth took part in the discussions. Specialists from large companies (Tashir, Lenta, Duglas Consulting) that are currently investing in developing city’s infrastructure attended the conference. Representatives of municipal authorities, architects, lectors and students majoring in construction discussed issues of territorial planning and reconstruction of cities’ socially important quarters, introduced their designing experience and evaluated prospects for developing coastal territories in the context of increasing their attractiveness for tourists.
September, 27 Campaign “For the healthy future” started in Karelia in the framework of city’s target program “Complex measures aimed at implementing anti-drug policy in Petrozavodsk 2005-2007”. The main goal was attracting attention of the young citizens to healthy way of life and organizing leisure time. These problems are resolved with the help from “Youth friendly clinic”, functioning on the basis of the City’s children hospital. Volunteers arranged 17 activities on advocating healthy lifestyle (Campaigns, seminars, discussions, trainings and even talk-shows).

October, 5 a new trolleybus line was opened connecting the city center to Drevlyanka district. Construction works for the amount of 55 ml. rubles were financed from the city budget. 
October 4-6 Festival of folk music “Kantele” was organized in Petrozavodsk. “Kantele” festival is a unique event in city’s cultural life aimed at revival, development and popularization of music and kantele - traditional folk instrument of Karelians, Vepsians and Finns. This year festival hosted 200 participants and 20 ensembles from Petrozavodsk, Karelian districts, Republics of Kalmykia, Mariy-El, Udmurtia and Komi and other regions of Russia as well as representatives from Finland, including one of the famous kantelists Timo Vänänen. The city’s exhibition room has opened a monthly exhibition “
Kantele’s code” of musical instruments, photographs and applied and decorative arts. http://kultura.ptz.ru/festival.php?municipal=1&id=15
***********************************************************************************

Petrozavodsk hosted foreign guests for the City Day celebrations.

Guests from 4 countries - Germany, Finland, France and USA took part in the celebrations devoted to the City Day. Artists and musicians, sculptors and masters of boat building as well as representatives of official and business circles visited the capital of Karelia.

Participants of the International project “Boats” were the first to arrive to Petrozavodsk. Starting June 20, two international youth teams were building boats – traditional North American canoe and Karelian “fofan”. Boat camp united Karelian scouts, German students from Tübingen City and representatives of the American Indian tribe from Fond Du Lac reservation near Duluth City, USA. Petrozavodsk dwellers could visit the workplace and participate in master-classes that were given by American Indians. On the City Day the ceremony of setting afloat the canoe and the fofan took place. Both boats were presented to the youth organization of sea scouts: canoe will decorate the scouts’ museum and fofan will be used during the shore line roadsteads. 

III International Symposium of wooden sculpture was opened June 22. Traditionally the symposium is organized by Petrozavodsk City Administration and Social and Cultural Center. This summer the Onego Lakewalk became a workshop for the sculptors from Germany, Finland, Moscow, St. Petersburg, Vologda region, Archangelsk and Karelia. All wooden sculptures were gifted to the institutions and enterprises of Petrozavodsk City after the festival.

An International Blacksmith Festival, that was held in Petrozavodsk for the third time already, was also visited by the guest from one of the sister-cities. Tommi Laine, famous Finnish blacksmith from Varkaus City, took part in the process of making a decorative fence for the monument of Peter the Great, which is set in the Onego Lake park. 

Musical group from Tübingen City “Louisiana Funky Butts” pleased Petrozavodsk dwellers with their performance at the Onego Lakewalk. 

Specialists on social protection issues were in the official delegation from La Rochelle, France. Not only did French experts participate in the City Day celebrations, but also they got acquainted with the work of the city social institutions, took part in the round table “Social service on both sides of the border”. They also visited children camp “Aino” and one building there, that had been specially equipped for disabled children.  

Cities on the Move: Joensuu and Petrozavodsk.

Conference “Urban strategies; contemporary models of developing business and trans-border economic partnership” was organized on the 18th of September by Petrozavodsk City Administration jointly with Joensuu Regional Development Agency Josek. Conference was one of the activities of common Russian-Finnish project “Petrozavodsk-Joensuu: cities on the move” under the EU “Neighborhood” program. The conference was opened by mayors of Petrozavodsk and Joensuu, who expressed their hope for further beneficial cooperation towards creation of Petrozavodsk Developing Agency. Reports of representatives from Karelian research center, “Leontief’s center” and Center for strategic development in Saint-Petersburg, Fund “New Eurasia” and Institution on urban economics in Moscow made presentations during the conference. 
In the same day business forum for entrepreneurs from Joensuu and Petrozavodsk was held with the assistance of the Chamber of trade and commerce of the Republic of Karelia. 60 entrepreneurs, engaged in tourism, metallurgy, wood and stone processing, building, food industry and cinematography took part in the forum. 

Journalists from newspaper «Karjalainen» and magazine «Joensuu region» paid a 3-day visit to Petrozavodsk. They got acquainted with city’s cultural and business life and planned to include this information in December issue of «Joensuu region», which will be devoted to international cooperation. 

In general, the project “Petrozavodsk-Joensuu: cities on the move” is aimed at implementing long-lasting cities’ strategies, especially in such spheres as regional marketing, business development and counseling. The main target is to establish close contacts and increase economic cooperation between cities. Project’s implementation also envisages creating new models of cross-border cooperation. Establishment of Petrozavodsk Development Agency calls on using the best Russian and Finnish experience of functioning regional development structures. 
Business incubator in Petrozavodsk. 
   
The first line of business incubator was opened in Petrozavodsk in September 2007 as a form of governmental support to small enterprises and beginning entrepreneurs, wishing to start up own business. The Republic of Karelia won federal tender on terms of co-financing and received 10 million rubles for the perspective project realization.
 

There are no representatives of trade and gambling business in the business incubator. The first call allowed to select six enterprises engaged in project activity, elaboration of computer programmes, introduction of local scientific researches and developments and production of innovative equipment.   

Business incubator render such assistance as privileged lease of premises with office appliances, access to the Internet and mini telephone exchange. There are also rooms for negotiations, lectures and seminars. During the first year entrepreneurs will pay only 40% from the rate of lease payment. According to tender, developing company may rely on governmental support for 3 years. Despite of privileged lease of premises, business incubator implements full maintenance of the building, provides mail and secretarial assistance, consult on questions of taxation, financial accounting, legal protection and other problems, which startup entrepreneur may have.
   
There are 24 jobs in the opened business incubator now. In the nearest future the Ministry of economic development plans to hold next round of tender, attract new companies and increase the number of jobs up to 120. Republican business incubator will start working at full capacity in the first half of the year 2008.

“From national projects to national ideas”

March 2007 Fund «New Eurasia» announced the results of federal tender on participation in the program “Strategic development of large Russian cities in the conditions of realizing priority national projects”, which was organized with the help of Ministry of regional development. 60 cities submitted their applications and only six received financial support from the Fund «New Eurasia». Among the latter are Petrozavodsk, Krasnoyarsk, Kazan’, Omsk, Penza and Cheboksary. Project application from Petrozavodsk entitled “From national projects to national ideas” was rated as third.

The project “From national projects to national ideas” calls to approve in practice models of developing social and civil activity in education, public health, construction and housing services at the municipal level in Petrozavodsk. The main goal of the project is search and approval of mechanism needed to coordinate large federal (regional, local) programs of strategic development, for instance implementation of priority national projects, with personal and family strategies of the population. Programmes of strategic development may become a factor of appreciable changes only provided active participation of the population. Principal method of achieving the goal is expansion of civil and public opportunities and wide public presentation. Strategy of project implementation consists of preparation, creation and support of new forms of expert interconnection of public, scientific and business organizations as well as state and municipal organizations, namely “think tanks” in the framework of each national project (“education”, “public health”, “available housing”).
The project started in the end of May 2007 and will last till the end of February 2008. Project implies such activities as arranging 3-days “Civil university of national projects”,  organization of expert “think tanks”, reflexive program for city administration staff, sociological researches concerning Petrozavodsk citizens’ attitude towards implementation of national projects. The project will be concluded by signing of “social agreement” on implementation of the municipal component of national projects in 2008 between city Administration and representatives of business and civil society. 
Non-commercial structure “Petrozavodsk Development Agency”, which is to be established in the framework of “Cities on the Move” project ensures additional sustainability and effectiveness, having among its priorities development of public participation in the implementation of national projects. Petrozavodsk Development Agency will operate jointly with Petrozavodsk City Administration and Finnish regional developing company «Josek» under EU programs Interreg and TACIS within the framework of the project “Regional marketing, strategic planning and development of business consulting in Joensuu and Petrozavodsk”.

The target groups are municipal officials, representatives of state and municipal organizations, educational and scientific organizations, operating in education, public health, building and house service systems and certainly population of Petrozavodsk. 
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