[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]








April, 2007
Dear colleagues, 

We are pleased to offer for your attention first Newsletter edition in 2007, covering some events of the first quarter of the year, including some announcements of the coming events, which we believe could be of some interest for you. We are always open to your comments and suggestions. 

Sincerely Yours,

External relations department 

January, 16th Mayor of Petrozavodsk Viktor Maslyakov gave a press-conference on the most important results of City Administration’s work in 2006, as well as plans for 2007.  Particular attention was paid to the construction projects, which are running in the city according to the new City Development plan, prepared by the Institute of Urban Studies of St. Petersburg: 

· 5 city territories have been allocated for the residential housing construction 

· in 2007 works on constructing the gas pipeline will be continued, a third stage of changing the central boiler plant over to the gas fuel will be completed

· works on reconstruction of the water purification plant will be continued

· City Administration is currently developing construction projects for the indoor skating rinks and an Ice Palace, which would host a number of facilities for sports and recreation

The Mayor also noted the progress reached in construction of a 4-star hotel «Onego Palace”, which is supposed to be officially opened in May 2008. 
February, 2nd results of the elections to the City’s Youth Parliament were announced. The election process involved students from Petrozavodsk State University, Karelian State Pedagogical University, North-West Academy of Civil Service, Petrozavodsk State Conservatory, International Slavic Institute, fifteen professional colleges and three youth NGOs, total of 25 000 participants. Upon the elections’ results, 31 deputies come from the educational institutions and  15 deputies from youth NGOs. 

February 12-17 “Hyperborea” Winter Festival took place in Petrozavodsk. Traditional events – Ice and Snow sculptures contest, snowmen, wind vanes competitions, ice swimming and fishermen’s race gathered tens of thousands of Petrozavodsk citizens. Official delegation of Estonian city of Narva took part in the Festival’s program. (photo)

February, 20th Consul General of India in St. Petersburg, Mrs. Jordana Diengdoh-Pavel visited Petrozavodsk and met with the city leadership, discussing prospects of development cultural and economic cooperation.  

February, 23-25 “Choral Games of Hyperborea” musical festival for the first time took place in Petrozavodsk. Master-classes of drama arts and dance pedagogues for teachers and students were very popular among the participants. Every day of the “Games” was closed with a concert of the youth and children’s choirs coming from Moscow, St. Petersburg and Petrozavodsk. Festival’s organizers are eager to make this an international event and welcome the interested youth choirs from other countries. 

March, 11th municipal elections to the City Council took place in Petrozavodsk. 60 deputies were elected to the legislative body of the local self-government for a 4-year term. 
March, 12-14 a representative of the French chain “Intermarche” visited Petrozavodsk, meeting with the managers of the largest supermarkets and food production companies. Issues of cooperation in trade and goods distribution were discussed. 

March, 14-16 representatives of the French company “SEMAT”, producing machines for streets cleaning and waste collecting visited the municipal waste management company “Avtospetstrans”, discussing the prospects of joint production of waste disposal street trucks. 

March, 21st Consul General of Spain in St. Petersburg Mr. Francisco Pascual de la Parte had a meeting with the city leadership, discussing prospects of cooperation in the sphere of business contacts, higher education. 
March 22-25 kite-sailing competitions took place in the Petrozavodsk Bay of Onega lake. “Onego Cup” became one of the noticeable events of the city sport life. In 2007 kite-sailors from all over Russia met in Petrozavodsk for the 5th time. The growing popularity of Petrozavodsk as a venue for kite-sailing competitions is based on the unique geographical features and wind distribution in the Petrozavodsk Bay, which offer sailors comfortable and at the same time challenging conditions. Organizers hope that next year Onego Cup will be officially included in the calendar of the National Kiting Federation, which will make it possible to hold a Russia’s Cup stage in Petrozavodsk. 

March, 29-30 an international seminar “Contemporary landscape design of the urban environment” took place in Petrozavodsk. The event was attended by the local specialists in landscape design, as well as speakers from Moscow, St. Petersburg and Germany. The seminar is the first activity of this year’s Landscape festival, which aims at developing and promoting new approaches and solutions in the area of urban design. The second stage is the Competition on landscape design, which is already launched in the city. Citizens, companies and institutions already started to apply for the best project on decorating entrances, yards, balconies, flower beds. Results of the Competition will be announced late August 2007.
April, 2nd Mayor of Petrozavodsk reported on joining the national target program “Gazprom for the Children”. It has been agreed, that three municipal schools of secondary education will be provided with own stadiums, equipped with modern sport facilities. The project amounts for app. 10 ml rubles.

April, 3rd Consul General of Germany in St. Petersburg Mr. Bernd Braun paid a first visit to Karelia and Petrozavodsk. Program of the visit included meetings in the Legislative Assembly of Karelia, Karelian Government, Petrozavodsk City Administration, Kondopoga paper mill. 

April, 4th a delegation of Estonian Embassy visited Petrozavodsk, led by the Estonian Ambassador to the Russian Federation, Mrs. Marina Kaljurand.  Apart from the meetings at the Karelian Government and Petrozavodsk City Administration, Estonian delegation visited also Estonian Cultural Society in Petrozavodsk – “Ochag”.   

April, 4th a delegation consisting of Petrozavodsk businessmen and specialists of the City Administration under the leadership of Mayor Maslyakov visited the partner city Joensuu (Finland) in the framework of the new project “Cities on the Move: Joensuu and Petrozavodsk”. EU Neighborhood project aims at developing regional marketing, strategic planning and business counseling in the two cities. In the course of the visit, a new Agreement on Cooperation between Joensuu and Petrozavodsk was signed, as well as a number of business meetings and visits took place. 
***********************************************************************************
COMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
April, 26-28 – Pimenovs’ days will be held in Petrozavodsk. Pimenovs were a very famous merchants family in the history of Petrozavodsk, representatives of Pimenov family were few times elected as city mayors, they also stayed in the city’s history for their entrepreneurship and charity programs. Pimenovs Days will unite a number of events – conferences, competitions and round tables pursuing the idea of developing business education for the young people. Karelian Research Center, Petrozavodsk State University, as well as other institutions and organizations of the city are taking part in the activities. Also, a number of tours and excursions will be organized for the high school students devoted to the history of the Pimenovs’ family. 
May, 23-24 2007, 5th municipal conference “e-Petrozavodsk” will take place. The conference will be attended by the representatives of the of federal and republican authorities, municipalities from Karelia and Russia, Petrozavodsk City Administration, Karelian Research Center of the RAS, Petrozavodsk State University, specialists of city and republican enterprises and institutions, companies, operating on ICT market, as well as foreign specialist working in the sphere of IT services for the municipalities. 

Conference will be supported by the Interreg IIIB project A.S.A.P. - Efficient Administrative Structures as a Prerequisite for Successful Economic Development of Rural Areas in Demographic Transition”. (http://www.asap-bsr.eu/)
Following sections are planned for the conference:

 1. ICT in strategic development, economy and finances. 

2. E-Petrozavodsk (administrative aspects). 

3. ICT in education.

4. ICT in health care and social protection.

5. Municipal geo-information systems (GIS) in city management. 

6. ICT in NGO activity.

7. ICT in ecology and environmental protection. 
Contact:

External relations department: erd@petrozavodsk-mo.ru 

IT department Elena.osolotkina@petrozavodsk-mo.ru 
International Symposium of wooden sculpture, June 22-30. 
Petrozavodsk invites sculptors working with wood – pine tree and poplar. 
Each sculptor will be provided with a log of 1,8 – 2 m long,  40 to 60 cm diameter. 
Electric saws will be provided on the spot, all other instruments participants are expected to bring along. 

All the ready sculptures become property of Petrozavodsk City, the sculptors are granted remuneration for their work of 15 000 rubles. 

Deadline for applications from the sculptors: June, 10th. Application should include information about a sculptor, including experience and a recent photo; drawing of the proposed sculpture; description of the additional instruments and materials (if any). All visiting sculptors will be provided with accommodation and meals.  
Preliminary schedule of the Symposium: 

June 22nd – opening, drawing lots 
June 22-29 – making sculptures 

June 30th, City Day – ceremony of presenting the sculptures

Organizers of the Symposium will offer some cultural program for the participants.   
Red Elephant – Festival of street theatres will take place in Petrozavodsk late June 2007. 

Red Elephant invites independent drama, vanguard, experimental, plastic, musical and chorographic groups, professional and amateur theatres and studios which basic work principle is the performances in the open air, to take part in the Festival. (1 to 5 artists)

 The Festival is held within the City Day celebrations in Petrozavodsk (June 30th)  and is given support by Petrozavodsk City Administration, Megastar company (St. Petersburg). 

 Dates of the Festival: June 28-30

 Venue: streets and squares of Petrozavodsk

 Contact:   
External relations department erd@petrozavodsk-mo.ru , 

Culture Directorate uk@petrozavodsk-mo.ru
Petrozavodsk City Administration would like to invite all interested partners for participation in the conference under a preliminary title “Contemporary city planning trends” – the event is planned to be held in Petrozavodsk September, 19-21 2007. The conference’s program shall include the following aspects: 

- discussions on various themes 

- presentation of the new General plan of Petrozavodsk city, elaborated by the Institute of Urban studies of St. Petersburg 

- presentation of the new architectural objects of the city (in particular, technical presentation of a 4-star hotel complex “Onego-palace” located in Onega waterfront area is planned to be held in autumn) 

 

City of Petrozavodsk is especially interested in the possibilities for architectural design of the waterfront area. The city is located on the shores of the lake Onega – second largest lake in Europe. Apart from the city harbor and embankment, which includes park area, recreational zone and a modern sculpture gallery, the city’s waterfront territory (app 13 km long) requires modernization. Therefore, the issues of development and design of the urban waterfront areas would be of specific interest. 

Another idea, which has been recently brought up with the architectural community in Petrozavodsk is the reconstruction of the old Kirov square (often referred to as the Theatres square). Next year a contest will be announced on the best architectural solution. Results of the contest could also become a subject for discussion at the conference.

The conference is considered as a good opportunity for the architects and experts of urban design to meet and exchange information on the newest trends and developments in the area. If you are interested in participation, please feel free to contact us with your ideas. 

Contact: 

External relations department erd@petrozavodsk-mo.ru 

***********************************************************************************

Area branding and image building as a way to foster territory’s economic growth?

This is the main question to be answered in the framework of the new EU-funded project “Regional Marketing, Strategic Planning and Business Counseling in the cities of Joensuu and Petrozavodsk”. The project is to start soon under the EU Neighborhood program.  The subject and tasks of the project are quite challenging and fully depict today’s complex environment, when local elites need to apply global thinking and approaches for solving domestic problems. Project’s short name – Cities on the move: Joensuu and Petrozavodsk – refers us to the idea of dynamic regional development, which is laid into the project’s background.  

Project partners – cities of Joensuu and Petrozavodsk – are respectively represented by Josek – Joensuu Regional Development Agency, and Petrozavodsk City Administration- local self-government authority. A number of ambitious tasks to be implemented over a 2-year period has been set up by the project authors.

A comprehensive image study of the regions of Joensuu and Petrozavodsk, as well as case studies of the needs and demands of the local businesses in Petrozavodsk are intended to serve as a basis for future Regional Development Agency which is to be set up in Petrozavodsk during the project’s work. Project will elaborate recommendations, marketing tools and terms of reference for the RDA, as well as train personnel on the examples and experiences of the similar agencies in the cities of Finnish North Karelia.  

Project’s ultimate purpose is twofold: for Petrozavodsk it’s in the first place an opportunity to learn from the best European experiences in regional development, for Joensuu it’s establishment of new framework and channel for promoting cross-border business-to-business interaction. 

History of cooperation between the cities of Joensuu and Petrozavodsk dates back to the year 1994, when an Agreement on Cooperation was signed. Issues of facilitating economic ties between the cities have been repeatedly brought up on different levels during the past years. Indeed, both cities may offer a number of advantageous arguments in favor of promoting economic contacts: starting from geographic vicinity and common historical background to mutual motivation and similar challenges of contemporary global environment. The project Cities on the Move is the first attempt to secure economic cooperation on an institutional basis. New marketing tools to be worked out in the project’s framework are sought to increase the attractiveness of Russian North-West for entrepreneurs and businesses from Joensuu region, and vice versa. 

For more information you may contact External relations department of Petrozavodsk at erd@petrozavodsk-mo.ru or project manager in Joensuu, Mrs. Riikka Honkkanen at riikka.honkanen@josek.fi 

Petrozavodsk City Administration

http://petrozavodsk-mo.ru
erd@petrozavodsk-mo.ru
+7 8142 78 49 47

